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with new acuity in France, this work 
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concept of “precariousness” and representations 
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them. Social practices aimed at mere survival 
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bank) are also studied, as are early forms of 
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cooperatives.
The role of the social and political 

elite is evoked through diverse examples, 
mainly within a framework that affi  rms 
the Republican system. More generally, the 
research focuses on the social policies carried 
out in French and European cities during the 
past two centuries.

This book is based on material gathered 
and elaborated throughout several decades of 
research. Beginning with studies concerning the 
Rouen experiments in the 19th and 20th centuries, 
the author develops national perspectives that 
extend beyond the boundaries of the hexagon.
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